Coast Guard, DHS

for evidence of dangerous drug or alco-
hol use.

[CGD 86-067, 53 FR 47077, Nov. 21, 1988]

§4.03-10 Party in interest.

The term party in interest shall mean
any person whom the Marine Board of
Investigation or the investigating offi-
cer shall find to have a direct interest
in the investigation conducted by it
and shall include an owner, a
charterer, or the agent of such owner
or charterer of the vessel or vessels in-
volved in the marine casualty or acci-
dent, and all licensed or certificated
personnel whose conduct, whether or
not involved in a marine casualty or
accident is under investigation by the
Board or investigating officer.

§4.03-15

The Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard,
is that officer who acts as chief of the
Coast Guard and is charged with the
administration of the Coast Guard.

Commandant.

§4.03-20 Coast Guard district.

A Coast Guard district is one of the
geographical areas whose boundaries
are described in 33 CFR part 3.

§4.03-25 District Commander.

The District Commander is the chief
of a Coast Guard district and is
charged with the administration of all
Coast Guard responsibilities and activi-
ties within his respective district, ex-
cept those functions of administrative
law judges under the Administrative
Procedure Act (60 Stat. 237, 5 U.S.C.
1001 et seq.) and activities of inde-
pendent units of the Coast Guard, such
as the Coast Guard Yard and the Coast
Guard Academy.

§4.03-30 Investigating officer.

An investigating officer is an officer
or employee of the Coast Guard des-
ignated by the Commandant, District
Commander or the Officer in Charge,
Marine Inspection, for the purpose of
making investigations of marine cas-
ualties and accidents or other matters
pertaining to the conduct of seamen.
An Officer in Charge, Marine Inspec-
tion, is an investigating officer without
further designation.
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§4.03-35 Nuclear vessel.

The term nuclear vessel means any
vessel in which power for propulsion, or
for any other purpose, is derived from
nuclear energy; or any vessel handling
or processing substantial amounts of
radioactive material other than as
cargo.

[CGD 84-099, 52 FR 47534, Dec. 14, 1987]

§4.03-40 Public vessels.

Public vessel means a vessel that—

(a) Is owned, or demise chartered,
and operated by the U.S. Government
or a government of a foreign country,
except a vessel owned or operated by
the Department of Transportation or
any corporation organized or con-
trolled by the Department (except a
vessel operated by the Coast Guard or
Saint Lawrence Seaway Development
Corporation); and

(b) Is not engaged
service.

[CGD 95-028, 62 FR 51195, Sept. 30, 1997]

in commercial

§4.03-45 Marine employer.

Marine employer means the owner,
managing operator, charterer, agent,
master, or person in charge of a vessel
other than a recreational vessel.

[CGD 84-099, 52 FR 47534, Dec. 14, 1987]

§4.03-50 Recreational vessel.

Recreational vessel means a vessel
meeting the definition in 46 U.S.C.
2101(25) that is then being used only for
pleasure.

[CGD 84-099, 52 FR 47534, Dec. 14, 1987]

§4.03-55 Law enforcement officer.

Law enforcement officer means a Coast
Guard commissioned, warrant or petty
officer; or any other law enforcement
officer authorized to obtain a chemical
test under Federal, State, or local law.

[CGD 84-099, 52 FR 47534, Dec. 14, 1987]

§4.03-60 Noxious liquid substance
(NLS).

Noxious liquid substance (NLS)

means—

(a) Each substance listed in 33 CFR
151.47 or 151.49;

(b) Each substance having an “A,”
“B,” “C,” or “D” beside its name in



§4.03-65

the column headed “IMO Annex Il pol-
lution category’ in table 1 of part 153
of this chapter; and

(c) Each substance that is identified
as an NLS in a written permission
issued under §153.900(d) of this chapter.

[USCG-2000-6927, 70 FR 74676, Dec. 16, 2005]

§4.03-65 Significant harm to the envi-
ronment.

Significant harm to the environment
means—

(a) In the navigable waters of the
United States, a discharge of oil as set
forth in 40 CFR 110.3 or a discharge of
hazardous substances in quantities
equal to or exceeding, in any 24-hour
period, the reportable quantity deter-
mined in 40 CFR part 117;

(b) In other waters subject to the ju-
risdiction of the United States, includ-
ing the EEZ—

(1) A discharge of oil in excess of the
quantities or instantaneous rate per-
mitted in 33 CFR 151.10 or 151.13 during
operation of the ship; or

(2) A discharge of noxious liquid sub-
stances in bulk in violation of
§§153.1126 or 153.1128 of this chapter
during the operation of the ship; and

(c) In waters subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the United States, including the
EEZ, a probable discharge of oil, haz-
ardous substances, marine pollutants,
or noxious liquid substances. The fac-
tors you must consider to determine
whether a discharge is probable in-
clude, but are not limited to—

(1) Ship location and proximity to
land or other navigational hazards;

(2) Weather;

(3) Tide current;

(4) Sea state;

(5) Traffic density;

(6) The nature of damage to the ves-
sel; and

(7) Failure or breakdown aboard the
vessel, its machinery, or equipment.

[USCG-2000-6927, 70 FR 74676, Dec. 16, 2005]

§4.03-70 Tank vessel.

Tank vessel means a vessel that is
constructed or adapted to carry, or
that carries, oil, hazardous substances,
marine pollutants, or noxious liquid
substances, in bulk as cargo or cargo
residue.

[USCG-2000-6927, 70 FR 74676, Dec. 16, 2005]
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Subpart 4.04—Notice of Potential
Vessel Casualty

SOURCE: CGD 85-015, 51 FR 19341, May 29,
1986, unless otherwise noted.

§4.04-1 Reports of potential vessel cas-
ualty.

A vessel owner, charterer, managing
operator or agent shall immediately
notify either of the following Coast
Guard officers if there is reason to be-
lieve a vessel is lost or imperiled.

(a) The Coast Guard district rescue
coordination center (RCC) cognizant
over the area the vessel was last oper-
ating in; or

(b) The Coast Guard search and res-
cue authority nearest to where the ves-
sel was last operating.

Reasons for belief that a vessel is in
distress include, but are not limited to,
lack of communication with or non-
appearance of the vessel.

§4.04-3 Reports of lack of vessel com-
munication.

The owner, charterer, managing op-
erator or agent of a vessel that is re-
quired to report to the United States
flag Merchant Vessel Location Filing
System under the authority of section
212(A) of the Merchant Marine Act, 1936
(46 App. U.S.C. 1122a), shall imme-
diately notify the Coast Guard if more
than 48 hours have passed since receiv-
ing communication from the vessel.
This notification shall be given to the
Coast Guard district RCC cognizant
over the area the vessel was last oper-
ating in.

(Information collection requirements ap-
proved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1625-0048)

[CGD 85-015, 51 FR 19341, May 29, 1986, as
amended by USCG-2006-25697, 71 FR 55745,
Sept. 25, 2006]

§4.04-5 Substance of reports.

The owner, charterer, managing op-
erator or agent, notifying the Coast
Guard under §4.04-1 or §4.04-3, shall:

(a) Provided the name and identifica-
tion number of the vessel, the names of
the individuals on board, and other in-
formation that may be requested by
the Coast Guard (when providing the
names of the individuals on board for a



